
Principles of Design
ÂÂ Qualities or Qualities or 

characteristics found in characteristics found in 
art and design such as art and design such as 
Balance, Contrast, Balance, Contrast, 
Proportion, Rhythm, Proportion, Rhythm, 
Unity, and Variety. Unity, and Variety. 

ÂÂ All good graphic design All good graphic design 
will incorporate at least will incorporate at least 
one of the principles.one of the principles.

ÂÂ Not all the principles Not all the principles 
need to be used in each need to be used in each 
design project.design project.



Balance in Design

ÂÂ Balance is the result of Balance is the result of 

arranging elements in arranging elements in 

the design so they equal the design so they equal 

each other.each other.

ÂÂ Every object in nature Every object in nature 

has balance.  All man has balance.  All man 

made structures have made structures have 

balance.balance.
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Symmetrical Balance 

ÂÂ Balance in design is seen as Balance in design is seen as 
equal visual weight.equal visual weight.

ÂÂ Symmetrical balance uses a Symmetrical balance uses a 
central axis to divide the picture central axis to divide the picture 
through the middle on a vertical through the middle on a vertical 
or horizontal line.or horizontal line.

ÂÂ Images on both sides of the line Images on both sides of the line 
have equal weight and are a have equal weight and are a 
mirror of each other.mirror of each other.
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Symmetrical Balance 

ÂÂ Symmetrical balance Symmetrical balance 
produces images that produces images that 
are pleasing and are pleasing and 
stable.stable.

ÂÂ These images may These images may 
also seem static and also seem static and 
formal in their formal in their 
presentation.presentation.
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Asymmetrical Balance 

ÂÂ Asymmetrical balance is achieved Asymmetrical balance is achieved 
by arranging objects on the page by arranging objects on the page 
that may look different but have that may look different but have 
equal visual weight.equal visual weight.

ÂÂ Asymmetrical balance creates Asymmetrical balance creates 
images conveying energy and images conveying energy and 
excitement.excitement.
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Contrast

ÂÂ Contrast creates interest in Contrast creates interest in 
the design.the design.

ÂÂ Contrast can be found in the Contrast can be found in the 
choice of fonts,  shape and choice of fonts,  shape and 
size of graphics,  in the use size of graphics,  in the use 
of colour, and in the use of of colour, and in the use of 
shadow and light. shadow and light. 
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Contrast in Font Types
ÂÂComic Sans suggests funComic Sans suggests fun
ÂÂBernhard Fashion feels like the Roaring 20õsBernhard Fashion feels like the Roaring 20õs
ÂÂDauphin looks antiqueDauphin looks antique
ÂÂStaccato creates a scripted lookStaccato creates a scripted look
ÂÂ Lithograph has a dramatic All Capps lookLithograph has a dramatic All Capps look

ÂÂCorsiva is a serif fontCorsiva is a serif font

ÂÂCharcoal is a sans serif fontCharcoal is a sans serif font



Contrast in Font Types



Contrast in Weight
ÂÂFonts and graphics have certain weight Fonts and graphics have certain weight 

based on use of based on use of BoldBold , , Italic, Italic, Underline,Underline,
or or combinations of all threecombinations of all three ..

ÂÂ By carefully choosing these effects you can By carefully choosing these effects you can 
add visual interest to your design.add visual interest to your design.

ÂÂ YOU CAN EMPHASIZE WITH ALL CAPS.YOU CAN EMPHASIZE WITH ALL CAPS.

ÂÂAdding an Adding an italic to a regular line of textitalic to a regular line of text
creates interest in that word or phrase.creates interest in that word or phrase.

ÂÂYou donôt want to emphasize everything or You donôt want to emphasize everything or 
the viewerôs eye will get bored.the viewerôs eye will get bored.



Contrast in Colour
ÂÂ Colour plays a key role in helping create contrast in graphic design.Colour plays a key role in helping create contrast in graphic design.

ÂÂ The control and choice of colour includes luminance (brightness), The control and choice of colour includes luminance (brightness), 
chrominance (how much colour) and hue.chrominance (how much colour) and hue.



Contrast in Colour
ÂÂ Colours can be chosen by looking at a Colour Wheel.  Colours can be chosen by looking at a Colour Wheel.  

ÂÂ Colours that are positioned opposite each other on the wheel are called Colours that are positioned opposite each other on the wheel are called 
Complementary Colours.Complementary Colours.



Contrast in Colour
ÂÂ Complementary colours are colour opposites and create the most extreme Complementary colours are colour opposites and create the most extreme 

contrast.  Avoid using Complementary colours as the differences tend to be contrast.  Avoid using Complementary colours as the differences tend to be 
too extreme to work together in a layout.too extreme to work together in a layout.



Contrast in Colour
ÂÂ Colours that sit near each other are considered Intermediate colours and Colours that sit near each other are considered Intermediate colours and 
donôt create a lot of contrast. Mixing these colours would create good donôt create a lot of contrast. Mixing these colours would create good 
backgrounds.backgrounds.
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